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the east coast. Late in the day, the 2d and 8th wheeled to the
south, moving rapidly against light resistance.

The 24 Marines reached the cliffs in the Marpo Point area
by 31 July and took up blocking positions to prevent the escape
cf any Japanese to the north. The island of Tinian was declared
to be secured on 1 August, and the Marines of the regiment
started on the task of mopping up enemy remnants. The 2d's
mission was over a week later, when the regiment was returned
to Saipan to rest and reorganize.

The 2d Marines remained on Saipan for the next seven
months, training under battle conditions as Japanese stragglers
continued to harass the occupation forces. On 20 October, the
regiment, as part of the 2d Marine Division, passed to the
control of III Amphibious Corps for training, planning, and
operations. Intensive training continued while high level plans
were developed for the next operation.

The 24 Marines sailed for Okinawa on 25 March 1945, as
part of the largest amphibious force yet participated in by
Marine ground elements. The regiment, with other units of the
2d Marine Division in III Amphibious Corps reserve, was posi-
tioned to execute a feint on the Minatoga beaches, on the south-
eastern tip of the island.(68) The 2d headed for shore, along
with other units of the diversionary force; at that moment, the
actual landing was being made on the east central shore of
Okinawa by other elements of III Amphibious Corps and XXIV Army
Corps, comprising the Tenth Army. Not until the landing craft
turned about and headed back to the transports and LSTs did the
Japanese discover the feint. The 2d did suffer casualties, how-
ever, for, as its Marines boarded landing craft for the move
to the beaches, a Japanese Kamikaze smashed through the hull
of LST 884 killing or wounding a number of the men of Company I
3d Battalion, 2d Marines. (69) The ships bearing the 2d Marines
withdrew to deeper water but remained circling in the East China
Sea. The threat of further Kamikaze action forced withdrawal
of the amphibious force, and the 24 Marine Division (less its
130th Naval Construction Battalion) was returned to Saipan.
Here, the Marines of the 2d again commenced an intensive training
program. The atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the
entry of Russia into the war against Japan caused a revision of
the regiment's plans.

Instead of making an assault on the Japanese homeland, the
2d Marines landed at Nagasaki on 23 September to participate
in the occupation of Japan.(70) The regiment was assigned an area
consisting of Miyazaki Prefecture and the half of Kagoshima east
of Kagoshima Wan, with the mission of checking locations of
Japanese military installations and verifying the inventories
of Japanese materiel in the assigned area. In addition, the
2d Marines assisted in processing civilian and military per-
sonnel, including Formosans, Chinese, and Koreans in addition
to the Japanese.
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In November 1945, those men of the regiment who had accrued
the highest number of points (71) were sent home. In February
1946, the 3d Battalion was returned to the United States and
deactivated. Remaining battalions of the 2d Marines were billeted
in camps throughout its assigned area and began training in
basic subjects, including weapons and combat tactics. The
regiment departed Japan for the United States on 13 June, docked
at Norfolk on 12 July, and moved overland to Camp Lejeune. (72)
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SECTION 1V

Decade EX Decade

Back "home," the 2d Marines embarked on another intensive
training program to prepare for future assignments. As part
of the 2d Marine Division, which became the backbone of the
newly formed Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, the 2d Marines was
to be employed in vital, varied, and demanding missions over
the coming months.

By late 1946, the regiment had an advanced amphibious
training program underway. After preparatory work with elements
of the Atlantic Fleet, at Little Creek in January and February
1947, the 2d Marines participated in 2d Marine Division landing
exercises in the Caribbean in March. (73)

Training continued during the spring and summer months,
and on 10 September, the 2d Marines (Rein), or RCT-2, embarked
at Morehead City, the port of Camp Lejeune, for six weeks of
amphibious exercises at Little Creek. Upon its return from
Little Creek on 18 November, the regiment was reduced to
battalion strength,(74) Headquarters and Service Company was
disbanded; the lst Battalion was redesignated 2d Marines and
reorganized into Companies Headquarters, A, B, and C; and the
2d Battalion was deactivated.

On 5 January 1948, the 2d Marines (Rein) embarked in USS
Bexar at Morehead City and sailed for the Mediterranean Sea.
It arrived at the island of Malta on 18 January, where its
units were transferred to ships of the Sixth Fleet.(75) The
Marines of the regiment participated in exercises and maneuvers
of the fleet until relieved in March, when the 2d again returned
to Camp Lejeune.

The regiment became part of the lst Provisional Marine
Regiment on 1 November, and during the month, it made a two
day stopover at Argentia, Newfoundland.(76) The regiment was
redesignated 2d Marines (Reinforced), 2d Marine Division on 14
December, and subsequently, took part in fleet maneuvers in
the Atlantic and Mediterranean areas.(77) The 2d returned to
the United States in April 1949 and on 24 May, again became part
of the 1lst Provisional Marine Regiment. (78). The 2d Marines
returned to a two-battalion strength level on 17 October.

The year 1950 passed in routine fashion for the 2d Marines
with the highlight of the year coming in April, when the
regiment took part in a division/wing exercise. Training con-
tinued for the next year as the regiment made a concerted effort
to improve its readiness. War in Korea necessitated the transfer
of many of the 2d's personnel to the lst Marine Division, but
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the 2d Marines remained oriented towards the Caribbean and the
Mediterranean.

The regiment engaged in a major training exercise, LANTFLEX
52 at Vieques from 5 through 13 November 1951. It then returned
to Camp Lejeune, where the winter months were spent in preparing
for further amphibious training exercises to be held at Little
Creek during the latter part of March and early April 1952. On
the conclusion of these, the 2d Marines took part in TRAEX I at
Vieques. En route back to Lejeune, the regiment was feted by
the city of Miami with 9 June being designated "2d Marine Regi-
ment Day." On the 13th, the regiment returned home, "storming"
the beaches at Onslow.

BLT 3/2 carried out amphibious exercises at Little Creek
in late July prior to serving as the landing force of the Sixth
Fleet. During its European tour, the BLT joined NATO forces
in exercises at Jutland and cooperated with Greek and Turkish
troops in a practice assault landing at Lebedos Bay, Turkey.

On 7 February 1953, BLT 3/2 rejoined its parent unit at Camp
Lejeune.

The regiment trained in helicopter maneuvers and other
assault techniques during the spring in preparation for landings
as part of the 2d Marine Division on Vieques from 5 through 28
March. The summer and fall months passed uneventually for the
2d, with BLT 1/2 heading for duty with the Sixth Fleet on 10
September.

In January 1954, the remainder of the regiment engaged in
amphibious exercises at Vieques. BLT 1/2/ returned from Europe
on 4 February, and, for the summer, the regiment was able to
train as a unit. BLT 2/2 embarked for Mediterranean duty on
8 September, and in November, the rest of the regiment took
part in IANTFLEX 1-55.

BLT 2/2 returned from its Mediterranean tour on 29 January,
so for another summer, the 24 Marines could train as a unit in
preparation, this time, for LANTPHIBEX 1-55 to be held at Onslow
in October and early November.

The 2d Marines climaxed its 1955 training by participating
in TRAEX 1-56 held at Vieques during the first three months of
1956. BLT 3/2 embarked for duty with the Sixth Fleet on 22
August and soon put the previous year's intensive training to
good use, During the period 31 October through 3 November, the
BLT assisted in the evacuation of United States observors and
other nationals from Alexandria, Egypt, and the Gaza Strip, as
war threatened between Egypt and Israel.

BLT 3/2 returned to the United States on 1 February 1957,
and with all units of the 2d Marines rejoined, it was possible
to train as a regimental organization. Training during the
early months of the year culminated in a regimental field exer-
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Marine infantrymen conducting amphibious training at Onslow
Beach. (USMC Photo #A-140402)

Marines assault Onslow Beach during amphibious training exer-
cise, February 1964. (USMC Photo #A19478)

31



cise held at Lejeune from 1 through 5 April. BLT 1/2 again
headed for duty with the Sixth Fleet on 30 April. The 3d
Battalion of the regiment took part in TRAMID exercises in June,
aiding in the familiarization of Midshipmen in amphibious oper-
ations. During the latter part of August and continuing through
most of September, the 2d Battalion, 2d Marines furnished the
infantry force for BATREX 2-57 held at Vieques.

With the return of BLT 1/2 from southern Europe on 2 October,
the 2d Marines increased the intensity of its training as pre-
parations were made tor TRAEX 1-58 to be held at Vieques in
February 1958. BLT 2/2 was the next unit of the regiment to
head for Mediterranean duty, embarking on 1 May.

This Mediterranean tour was a particularly important one,
for the BLT was ashore at Beirut, Lebanon, from 15 July to 15
August, assisting in maintaining order and assuring the preser-
vation of peace. With the tense situation in Lebanon easing,
the BLT withdrew in the middle of August, and on 23 October, it
was again back at Camp Lejeune, joining the rest of the regiment
in further training in the various aspects of amphibious warfare.

From 10 January until 4 June 1959, the lst Battalion of the
regiment provided the infantry force for the 12th Provisional
Brigade in BRIGADELEX 59 held in the Caribbean area. Meanwhile,
BLT 3/2 departed for the Mediterranean on 26 February, returning
on 24 August. In September, the 2d Marines participated in 2d
Marine Division exercise TRAEX 3-60 in the Onslow Beach area.

The 60's became a period of intense training for the 24
Marines. It engaged in virtually every type of conditioning
related to the accomplishment of the Corps' mission. The primary
objective was, of course, to maintain a state of preparedness
consistent with Marine Corps doctrine. The 60's witnessed the
continued deployment of BLTs to the Mediterranean and the
Caribbean, while local exercises from small unit level through
that of division/wing size kept the Marines of the 2d ready for
any eventuality. With this period came not only training, but
events that were to realistically test the results of that pre-
paration. On several occasions the 2d Marines was called upon
to respond to world crisis involving American interests.

In the spring months of 1960, the Marines of the 2d, with
engineer assistance, improved their instructional facilities at
Camp Lejeune by building four classrooms in the regiment's area.
As a service to Marine personnel and as an added moral factor,
the regiment established the first amateur radio station, W4PKW,
at Camp Lejeune. This provided a cross-country radio-telephone
system that enabled Marine personnel to call home at no cost.

In the summer months, the 3d Battalion took part in BRIGADELEX
3-60 in the Caribbean area. BLT 2/2 participated in JAMLEX
in the Onslow Beach area in the fall as part of continued joint
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training activities. LANTPHIBEX 1-60, a combination surface
and heli-borne assault, was the major exercise of the year,
with the 24 Marines (Reinforced) landing over Onslow Beach in
a heavy fog. BLT 1/2 made the Mediterranean trip later in the
summer, while the Carribbean was the scene of training for
others.

On 4 January, 1962, BLT 2/2 conducted a demonstration at
Onslow Beach for the Secretary of the Navy. This demonstration
involved an amphibious landing with support from the 2d Marine
Aircraft Wing at Cherry Point. In February, BLT 3/2 took part
in an amphibious landing exercise, MEDLANDEX 1-62, in Sardinia.
BLT 3/2 had been conducting training exercises in the Mediter-
ranean since September of 1961.(79)

Foreign dignitaries were often invited to witness Marines
in action during training exercises. Such was the case in
April, when the 2d Battalion took part in an impressive display
of Marine tactics. This operation involved 8,000 Marines from
Lejeune and was viewed by representatives from 45 countries.
Among the spectators were President John F. Kennedy and the
Shah of Iran. (80)

In October and November of 1962, the preparedness of the
2d Marines was tested. President Kennedy ordered a complete
naval quarantine against shipment of offensive arms by Russia
to Cuba. This action involved more than 40 ships and 20,000
men. The 2d Battalion and other elements of the 2d Marines
embarked aboard the USS Chilton and sailed from Morehead City,
North Carolina on 16 October for the Cuban area. This crisis
eventually subsided but only after bringing the two major
world powers to a confrontation that was alarmingly close to
the brink of war. The 24 Battalion returned to Camp Lejeune
after disembarking at Sunny Point, North Carolina on 3
December. (81)

During the next two years, the 2d Marines engaged in a
variety of training exercises. The need for a constant national
state of readiness had been clearly shown by the Cuban Missile
Crisis.

On 10 July, 1963, BLT 2/2 embarked for a three month training
exercise in the Caribbean. While it was engaged in two amphibious
landing exercises and conducting counter-insurgency operations
over a period of four weeks, the landing team received air
support from Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 60. During these
operations, the 2d Battalion demonstrated its flexibility. It
was forced to reembark twice when hurricanes threatened. 1In
July 1963 when trouble developed in Haiti, the BLT was deployed
off the coast of that country for 5 days.

In September of 1963, BLT 3/2 departed for the Mediterranean
while BLT 1/2 conducted training exercises in the Caribbean. (82)
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The legendary excellence of Marine infantry has been fre-
quently attributed to intensive training at the small unit level.
In 1963 a rifle squad from the 3d Battalion won the 2d Marine
Division's "Tarawa Award" as the top division squad. (83)

The 2d Marines conducted normal training exercises during
1964. These exercises were punctuated by two large-scale
operations. The first such operation, QUICK KICK V, was a
mammoth 15-day combined service exercise. On 12 April, elements
of the 2d Marines stormed ashore at Onslow Beach with more than
12,000 Marines from the 2d Division. Units from the Army, Navy,
and Air Force took part in this exercise which was viewed by the
Commandant, General Wallace M. Greene, Jr., and other ranking
service leaders, as well as 34 Central and South American
journalists.

Late in October, elements of the 2d Marines arrived and
disembarked at Huelva, Spain prior to the largest exercise of
the year. Taking place at the end of October, STEEL PIKE I
involved a joint amphibious landing and assault on the beaches
of southern Spain. This landing was made by 28,000 Marines
together with Navy and Marine forces of Spain. This operation
was of special significance in that it was the largest amphibious
assault ever conducted by the Marine Corps in peacetime, as
of that date. (84)

The year 1965, as in 1962, witnessed an interruption in
the normal training routine for the 2d. Again it was called
upon to exhibit its readiness to move out quickly in response
to a crisis abroad. During the spring of 1965, the Dominican
Republic was beset by internal problems. By late April, the
situation had developed into a state of open rebellion endanger-
ing U. S. citizens and other foreign nationals. With the
mission to protect the people, Marines were called upon to land
at Santo Domingo. On 1 May, BLT 1/2, commanded by Lieutenant
Colonel J. E. Harrell, was heli-lifted from the Onslow Beach
area to the amphibious assault ship, USS Okinawa. Helicopters
of Marine Aircraft Group 26 from New River, North Carolina
were used to lift the battalion and its equipment. From there,
the Okinawa sailed for the Dominican Republic. The BLT remained
afloat off the shores of the island republic for one month.
The situation cooled off and it returned to Camp Lejeune on
29 May. (85)

With this crisis over, 2d Marines units resumed their normal
deployment and training exercises. BLT 2/2 acted as the Marine
ready force with the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean, while
BLT 1/2 departed Camp Lejeune for a three month assignment to the
Caribbean. In October BLT 3/2 boarded ships for a five month
deployment in the Mediterranean. While deployed, 24 Marines
units executed a variety of demanding exercises. During the
first two weeks in December, BLT 1/2 took part in PHIBMEMLEX-

65. This combined Navy/Marine tactical operation at Vieques,
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Puerto Rico involved 3,500 Marines from Camp Lejeune and Cherry
Point. (86) Also in December, BLT 3/2 teamed with French
Commandos in a vertical assault exercise at Santa Monza, Corsica.
Marines utilized helicopters from the French helicopter assault
ship Arromanches during the assault. In April of 1966, BLT 2/2
was involved in Special Purpose Exercise—-66 (SPECEX-66). More
than 1,500 visitors viewed Marine air/ground team tactical
readiness. In addition to maintaining training programs through-
out the regiment, the 2d acted as host to a variety of reserve
units during the month of June. (87)

While the 1lst and 3d Marine Divisions were engaged in combat
in the Republic of Vietnam, the 2d Marines and -other elements
of the 2d Marine Division instituted more rigorous and aggres-
sive training programs aimed towards producing a much more .
combat-oriented Marine. Programs were directed toward guerrilla
type tactics. At the same time this changed training technique
was being carried on, the 2d Marines were supplying personnel
as replacements to the combat-committed units and in time began
to receive combat-trained Marines upon completion of their over-
seas tours. These veterans' knowledge of Vietnam terrain and
topography and the experience they had gained helped immeasure-
ably towards enhancing the training of "boot" Marines.

The lst Battalion departed Camp Lejeune on 2 September for
Guantanamo Bay. It relieved 2/2 as part of the ground defense
force for the base. Also during September, BLT 3/2 left for the
Caribbean where it replaced BLT 3/6 as the Marine Ready force.
In December BLT 3/2 was involved in the largest Atlantic Naval
and Marine exercises of the year. LANTFLEX-66 took place at
Vieques, where more than 42,000 men, 94 ships, and 19 air
squadrons participated. Anti-guerrilla tactics were stressed
during this exercise and an attempt was made to recreate the
type of diverse military problems American forces were currently
facing in Southeast Asia. (88)

A new program initiated by the 2d Marines became a significant
hlghllght of its tralnlng during 1967. The regiment had the
distinction of organizing and training the first scout-sniper
platoon in the division. April marked the start of the initial
training period which ended with graduation ceremonies on 14
July. This program differed from the usual Marine sniper
program in that the students were rigorously trained in intelli-
gence gathering techniques. In addition they received instruc-
tion in adjustment of close air and artillery support. (89)

During 1967, the regiment's major training exercise was
conducted in March. SHAMROCK, lasting two weeks, featured a
regimental-size field exercise held at Camp Pickett, Virginia.
(90) In August, BLT 1/2 departed for. the Mediterranean where
it conducted six major training exercises.
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The years 1967 and 1968 found the United States plagued by
a variety of domestic problems. Racial strife and civil distur-
bances were occurring with alarming frequency in the country.
Foreseeing the possibility that Marines would be needed to help
suppress disturbances, a training program was instituted in
June of 1968 to teach the sensitive techniques of riot control.
After this new program was fully established, the 2d continued
its regular training.

In August of that year (1968) Operation RIVERINE was con-

ducted in the Conhabee and South Edisto river areas of South
Carolina. RIVERINE served a dual purpose in that it was designed
to develop assault skills of amphibious forces operating in
hostile river country, and secondly, to provide an intensive
testing period for a new jet-powered armored troop carrier.
(91) Also during 1968, BLT 1/2 and 3/2 alternately departed
Camp Lejeune for service as the Caribbean ready force of the
Sixth Fleet. The 2d Battalion performed training during the
latter part of the year at Little Creek, Virginia.

In April 1969, BLT 1/2 participated in a 2d Division amphib-
ious assault exercise SPEX-69 at Onslow Beach. The operation
was staged to demonstrate the striking power of the Navy/Marine
Air/Ground team.(92) May of 1969 found BLT 2/2 participating
in EXOTIC DANCER II, a joint Navy/Marine exercise in the
Caribbean area. (93)

The 2d Marines has continually strived to perfect its state
of readiness for any eventuality. During its existence of more
than half a century, the 2d Marines has performed a variety of
military duties throughout much of the world. Whether called
upon to fight a battle as bloody as Tarawa, to assist with
government rule as in Haiti, or to maintain peace as in Lebanon
or the Dominican Republic, the 2d Marines has consistently and
effectively executed the mission assigned. The officers and
men who are, or who have been, members of the 2d Marines are
justly inspired by the record of their regiment--a record that
has kept tradition with the past, maintains vigiliant strength
for the present, and promises to keep pace with American's needs
for the future.
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APPENDIX A
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month, and year.

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

"Report of the Commandant of the Marine Corps" in Report

of the Secretary of the Navy, 1901, p. 1228, hereafter CMC
Report with year; "History of U. S. Marine Corps Activities
at Subic Bay, P. I., 1899-1955," MS, (HistBr, G-3 Archives,
HQMC, Jun56), p. 11, hereafter Subic Bay.

Subic Bay, p. 34.

Joel D. Thacker, "Stand Gentlemen, He Served on Samar:" MS,
(HistBr, G-3 Archives, HQMC, Mar45).

Subic Bay, p. 23.

The need for such a base was pointed out by Navy experience
in the Spanish-American War. Special Report of the Commander
in Chief, U. S. Asiatic Fleet, Appendix Q to "Report of

Chief of the Bureau Navigation," Report of the Secretary

of the Navy, 1903, p. 651.

Subic Bay, p. 25.

CMC Report, 1912, p. 590.
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APPENDIX B
Commanding Officers, 2d Marines, 1901-1960

Introduction

Since 1901, there have been a number of regimental organi-
zations in the Marine Corps bearing the designation "Second."
The following list enumerates the Commanding Officers of all
of these regiments. In the early days, there were instances
in which there were more than one "2d Regiment" at the same
time, Each of these has been entered in the list chronologi-
cally by the date of activation. A series of asterisks have
been used at the end of particular rosters to indicate total
disbandment of a regiment. Absence of asterisks between regi-
mental headings indicates a redesignation. Single asterisks
indicate those Commanding Officers later to become Commandants
of the Marine Corps.

2d Regiment, lst Brigade

Note: Organized in the Philippines upon the forming of the
provisional lst Brigade in January 1901.

LtCol Allen C. Kelton 1 Jan 1901 - 29 Sep 1901
Maj Randolph Dickens 30 Sep 1901 - 17 Oct 1901
LtCol Otway C. Berryman 18 Oct 1901 - 19 Jan 1903
Maj Randolph Dickens 20 Jan 1903 - 4 Feb 1903
Maj Lincoln Karmany 5 Feb 1903 - 7 Aug 1903
Capt Arthur J. Matthews 8 Aug 1903 - 14 Aug 1903
Capt Eli K. Cole 15 Aug 1903 - 28 Aug 1903
Maj Lincoln Karmany 29 Aug 1903 - 15 Apr 1904
Maj Charles A. Doyen 16 Apr 1904 - 24 Jan 1905
Capt Philip D. Brown 25 Jan 1905 - 28 Feb 1905
Maj Charles A. Doyen 1 Mar 1905 - 7 Apr 1905
Maj Joseph H. Pendleton 8 Apr 1905 - 5 Jul 1905
Maj Lewlis C. Lucas 6 Jul 1905 - 7 Sep 1905
Maj Eli K. Cole 8 Sep 1905 - 16 Sep 1906
Capt Smedley D. Butler 17 Sep 1906 - 20 Nov 1906
Maj Eli K. Cole 21 Nov 1906 - 28 Aug 1907
Capt John W. Wright 29 Aug 1907 - 3 Sep 1907
Maj Eli K. Cole 4 Sep 1907 - 23 Nov 1907
Capt Hiram I. Bearss 24 Nov 1907 - 29 Feb 1908
Capt John W. Wright 1 Mar 1908 - 9 Nov 1908
Capt William H. Clifford 10 Nov 1908 - 3 Dec 1908
Maj William N. McKelvy 4 Dec 1908 - 10 Nov 1909
Maj Thomas C. Treadwell 11 Nov 1909 - 24 Jan 1910
LtCol Joseph H. Pendleton 25 Jan 1910 - 13 Jan 1911
Capt Alexander S. Williams 14 Jan 1911 - 15 Feb 1911
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LtCol
Capt
LtCol
Capt
Capt
LtCol
Capt
LtCol
Capt
LtCol
Capt
LtCol
Capt
Col
LtCol
Capt
LtCol
Capt
LtCol

Note:

LtCol

Note':

LtCol

Note:

LtCol

Note:

Col

Joseph H. Pendleton 16 Feb 1911 - 7 Jul 1911

Herbert J. Hirshinger 8 Jul 1911 - 7 Aug 1911
.Joseph H. Pendleton 8 Aug 1911 - 11 Sep 1911
John W. Wadleigh 12 Sep 1911 - 16 Sep 1911
James McE. Huey 17 Sep 1911 - 9 Oct 1911
Joseph H. Pendleton 10 Oct 1911 - 11 Oct 1911
James McE. Huey 12 Oct 1911 - 17 Oct 1911
Joseph H. Pendleton 18 Oct 1911 - 22 Nov 1911
James McE. Huey 23 Nov 1911 - 25 Nov 1911
Joseph H. Pendleton 26 Nov 1911 - 19 Dec 1911
James McE. Huey 20 Dec 1911 - 22 Dec 1911
Joseph H. Pendleton 23 Dec 1911 - 17 Jan 1912
James McE. Huey 18 Jan 1912 - 31 Jan 1912
Joseph H. Pendleton 1l Feb 1912 - 6 May 1912
Laurence H. Moses 7 May 1912 - 15 Nov 1912
Herbert J. Hirshinger 16 Nov 1912 - 1 Dec 1912
Laurence H. Moses 2 Dec 1912 - 23 Mar 1913
Benjamin F. Rittenhouse 24 Mar 1913 - 28 Apr 1913
Laurence H. Moses 29 Apr 1913 - 20 Jan 1914

* *k k * *
2d Regiment, lst Provisional Brigade

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in Panama.

Littleton w. T. Waller 26 Dec 1903 - 20 Feb 1904

* % % % *
2d Regiment, lst Expeditionary Brigade

Organized at Camp Columbia, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by
redesignation of 4th Expeditionary Battalion.

Franklin J. Moses 8 Oct 1906 - 31 Oct 1906

* % * % *
2d Regiment, Expeditionary Brigade

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in Panama.

Eli K. Cole 12 Dec 1909 - 25 Apr 1910

* % * % *
2d Regiment, lst Provisional Brigade

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in Cuba.

Franklin J. Moses 11 Mar 1911 - 14 Jun 1911

* % % % %
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Note:

Col
Capt

Note:

Col

Note:

Col

Col

Note:

LtCol

LtCol

LtCol
Col
LtCol
Col
Col
LtCol
Col

Note:

2d Provisional Regiment

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in Cuba.

James E. Mahoney 27 May 1912 - 13 Jul 1912
Philip S. Brown 14 Jul 1912 - 1 Aug 1912

* % % % %
2d Provisional Regiment

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in the Dominican
Republic.

Franklin J. Moses 27 Sep 1912 - 7 Dec 1912

* % % % %
2d Regiment, 2d Provisional Brigade

Organized at Philadelphia for duty in Cuba.

Joseph H. Pendleton 19 Feb 1913 - 30 Apr 1913

2d Regiment, ExXpeditionary Force, USMC

Joseph H. Pendleton 1 May 1913 - 1 Jun 1913

* % % % %
lst Advance Base Regiment

This unit was organized at Advance Base School, Marine
Barracks, Philadelphia.

Charles G. Long 19 Jun 1913 - 17 Feb 1914

lst Regiment, lst Advance Base Brigade

Charles G. Long 18 Feb 1914 - 21 Apr 1914

1lst Regiment, lst Brigade

Charles G, Long 22 Apr 1914 - 5 May 1914
James E. Mahoney 6 May 1914 - 4 Dec 1914
Charles G. Long 5 Dec 1914 - 7 Aug 1915
Theodore P. Kane 8 Aug 1915 - 15 Aug 1915
Eli K. Cole 16 Aug 1915 - 8 May 1916
Laurence H., Moses 9 May 1916 - 24 Jun 1916
Eli K. Cole 25 Jun 1916 - 30 Jun 1916

1st and 2d Regiments exchanged designations in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, 1 Jul 1916.
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Col Eli K. Cole 1 Jul 1916 - 30 Nov 1916

LtCol Philip M. Bannon 1 Dec 1916 - 10 Jan 1918
Maj Richard S. Hooker 11 Jan 1918 - 31 Mar 1918
Maj John W. Wadleigh 1 Apr 1918 - 28 Apr 1918
LtCol Richard S. Hooker 29 Apr 1918 - 14 Nov 1918
LtCol Thomas H. Brown 15 Nov 1918 - 28 Nov 1918
LtCol Richard S. Hooker 29 Nov 1918 - 9 Dec 1918
Maj Henry S. Green 10 Dec 1918 - 17 Jan 1919
LtCol Richard S. Hooker 18 Jan 1919 - 20 Jul 1919
LtCol Thomas H. Brown 21 Jul 1919 - 10 Sep 1919
Maj Charles A. Lutz 11 Sep 1919 - 2 Oct 1919
Col Randolph C. Berkeley 3 Oct 1919 - 20 Oct 1921
Col George Van Orden 21 Oct 1921 - 8 Apr 1923
LtCol William H. Pritchett 9 Apr 1923 - 9 Jul 1923
Col William N. McKelvy 10 Jul 1923 - 10 Nov 1924
Maj Maurice E. Shearer 11 Nov 1924 - 9 Jan 1925
Col William N. McKelvy 10 Jan 1925 - 10 Jun 1925
Maj Maurice E. Shearer 11 Jun 1925 - 30 Jun 1925
Col Harold C. Snyder 1 Jul 1925 - 8 Apr 1926
Col Macker Bab 9 Apr 1926 - 30 Jun 1927
Maj Archibald Young 1 Jul 1927 - 19 Aug 1927
Col Presley M. Rixey, II 20 Aug 1927 - 21 May 1929
Col Richard P. Williams 22 May 1929 - 30 May 1930
Col Edward B. Manwaring 31 May 1930 - 15 May 1932
Col Henry G. Bartlett 16 May 1932 - 16 Jun 1932
Col James T. Buttrick 17 Jun 1932 - 31 Dec 1932

2d Marines

Note: Redesignated by authority Article 5-41(4), Marine Corps

Manual.
Col James T. Buttrick 1 Jan 1933 - 27 Dec 1933
Col Eli T. Fryer 28 Dec 1933 - 31 May 1934
Maj Samuel P. Budd 1 Jun 1934 - 15 Aug 1934

Note: On 15 Aug 1934, the 2d Marines disbanded upon the evac-
uation of the 1lst Brigade from the Republic of Haiti.

* % % % %
2d Marines

Note: Reactivated at Marine Corps Base, San Diego, as an
integral part of the 2d Marine Division.

Col Joseph C. Fegan 1 Feb 1941 - 24 Oct 1941
LtCol Roy C. Swink 25 Oct 1941 - 20 Nov 1941
Col John M. Arthur 21 Nov 1941 - 6 Jun 1943
Col William M. Marshall 7 Jun 1943 - 18 Jul 1943
LtCol Arnold F. Johnston 19 Jul 1943 - 26 Sep 1943
Col William M. Marshall 27 Sep 1943 - 7 Nov 1943
*Col David M. Shoup 8 Nov 1943 - 23 Dec 1943
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LtCol Lloyd Russell 24 Dec 1943 - 1 Jan 1944

LtCol Walter J. Stuart 2 Jan 1944 - 3 Sep 1944
Col Richard M. Cutts, Jr. 4 Sep 1944 - 24 Oct 1945
LtCol Clarence J. O'Donnell 25 Oct 1945 - 17 Apr 1946
LtCol Ronald B. Wilde : 18 Apr 1946 - 1 Aug 1946
Col Francis H. Brink 2 Aug 1946 - 18 Nov 1947

2d Marines

Note: As of 18 Nov 1947, the 2d Marines was reduced to battalion
strength with the l1lst Battalion, 2d Marines, being
.designated as "2d4 Marines."

Col Francis H. Brink 19 Nov 1947 - 6 Apr 1948
LtCol Max C. Chapman 7 Apr 1948 - 30 Apr 1948
LtCol wWilbur F. Meyerhoff 1l May 1948 - 18 May 1948
Col Randall M. Victory 19 May 1948 - 31 Oct 1948

2d Marines, lst Provisional Marine Regiment

Col Randall M. Victory 1 Nov 1948 - 21 Nov 1948
LtCol Harold Granger 22 Nov 1948 - 13 Dec 1948

2d Marines, Reinforced, 2d Marine Division

LtCol Harold Granger 14 Dec 1948 - 23 May 1949

2d Marines, lst Provisional Marine Regiment

LtCol Harold Granger 24 May 1949 - 31 Jul 1949
LtCol Jack W. Hawkins 1 Aug 1949 - 2 Oct 1949
Col ., Randall M. Victory 3 Oct 1949 - 16 Oct 1949

2d Marines

Note: On 17 Oct 1949, the 2d Marines was reorganized and en-
larged to full regimental status.

Col Randall M. Victory 17 Oct 1949 - 1 Feb 1950
LtCol Gould P. Groves 2 Feb 1950 - 25 Feb 1950
Col Reynolds H. Hayden 26 Feb 1950 - 28 Apr 1950
LtCol Gould P. Groves 29 Apr 1950 - - 4 Aug 1950

. None Designated 5 Aug 1950 - 10 Aug 1950
LtCol Walter F. Layer 11 Aug 1950 - 5 Sep 1950
Col Reynolds H. Hayden 6 Sep 1950 - 20 Jul 1951
Col Bruno Hochmuth 21 Jul 1951 - 29 Jul 1952
Col Robert F. Scott . 30 Jul 1952 - 16 Aug 1953
LtCol William A. Stiles 17 Aug 1953 - 19 Oct 1953
Col David W, Stonecliffe 20 Oct 1953 - 9 Jul 1954
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Col
Col
Col
Col
LtCol
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
LtCol
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
Col
LtCol

George W. Hayes
William R. Collins
Robert E. Cushman, Jr.
Raymond L. Dean
Tillman N. Peters
John J. Gormley
Charles R. Baker

Erma A. Wright
Charles W. Kelly, Jr.
Alfred L. Booth
Robert M. Richards
John B. Bristow

James Taul

Paul M. Smith

Charles H. Brush, Jr.
William R. Burgoyne, Jr.
Leroy V. Corbett
William E. Barber
Lawrence J. Bradley
David M. Twomey
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14

31
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25

14

27

27

19

Jan
Jan

Dec

Feb
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Dec
Apr
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Jun

May
Aug
Sep

Dec
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1911
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1912
1912

1912

1913
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1913

APPENDIX C

Chronology =~ Provisional Regiments

2d Regiment organized at Cavite, Philippine Islands.
2d Regiment dissolved by reassignment of elements.

2d Regiment, lst Provisional Brigade organized at
League Island, Pennsylvania, for duty in Panama.
2d Regiment, lst Provisional Brigade disbanded at
Panama.

2d Regiment, lst Expeditionary Brigade formed in
Cuba.

2d Regiment, 1lst Expeditionary Brigade disbanded
in Cuba.

2d Expeditionary Regiment formed at Philadelphia.
2d Expeditionary Regiment disbanded at Philadelphia.

2d Regiment, 1lst Provisional Brigade formed at
Philadelphia.

2d Regiment, lst Provisional Brigade disbanded at
Philadelphia.

2d Provisional Regiment formed at Philadelphia for
duty in Cuba.
2d Provisional Regiment dissolved in Cuba.

2d provisional Regiment formed at Philadelphia for
duty in Santo Domingo.

2d Provisional Regiment returned to and diskanded
at Philadelphia.

2d Regiment, 2d Provisional Brigade formed at
Philadelphia intended for duty in Mexico but went
to Cuba awaiting an emergency.

Redesignated 2d Regiment, Expeditionary Force.

2d Regiment, Expeditionary Force returned to and
disbanded at Philadelphia.
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23

18

22

23

15

31

6

Jun

Dec

Feb
Apr
Nov
Aug
Jul
Jan
Aug

Feb

Jul

Aug
to
Jan

Feb

1913

1913

1914
1914
1914
1915
1916
1933
1934

1941

1942
1942
1943

1943

20-24 Nov
1943

24

15

7

30

Nov

Jun
to
Aug

Aug
to
Mar

Apr
to
Jun

1943
1944
1944
1944
1945
1945

1945

APPENDIX D

Chronology, 2d Marines

lst Advance Base Regiment organized at Philadelphia.

Redesignated as lst Advance Base Regiment, Advance
Base Brigade.

Redesignated as lst Regiment, Advance Base Brigade.

lst Regiment landed at Vera Cruz, Mexico.

lst Regiment departed Mexico for Philadelphia.

lst Regiment relocated to Cape Haitien.

lst Regiment redesignated 2d Regiment.

2d Regiment redesignated as 2d Marines.

2d Marines

2d Marines
Diego.

2d Marines

2d Marines

2d Marines

2d Marines

2d Marines

2d Marines

deactivated in Haiti.

reactivated at Marine Corps Base, San
deployed to Koro Island.

participated in Solomon Islands campaign.
redeployed to Wellington, New Zealand-

participated in Tarawa campaign-

redeployed to Camp Tarawa, Hawaii-.

participated in Saipan Campaign and

Tinian Campaign-

2d Marines

2d Marines

performed duty in Saipan-

participated in Okinawa-~Gunto Campaign.
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23

13

12

31

24

12

29

Sep
to
Jun

Jul

Oct
to
Nov

Oct
to
Dec

May
to
May

1945
1946
1946
1956
1956
1962
1962
1965

1965

2d Marines performed occupation duty in Japan.

2d Marines arrived at Camp Lejeune.

Elements of 2d Marines assisted in the evacuation
of U.S. observors and other nationals from
Alexandria, Egypt.

Elements of 2d Marines participated in Cuban
Missile Crisis.

Elements of 2d Marines participated in Dominican
Republic Crisis.
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APPENDIX E

Honors of the 2d Marines

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR
(Guadalcanal, 7 Aug - 9 Dec 1942)
(Tarawa, 20-24 Nov 1943)

MEXICAN SERVICE STREAMER
(21-23 Apr 1914)

HAITIAN CAMPAIGN STREAMER WITH 1915 - 1919 - 1920 CLASP
(4 Aug 1915 - 6 Dec 1915, 1 Apr 1919 - 15 Jun 1920)

MARINE CORPS EXPEDITIONARY STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR
(Haiti, 7 Dec 1915 - 5 Apr 1917, 12 Nov 1918 ~ 31 Mar 1919;
16 Jun 1920 - 25 Nov 1924; 4 Dec 1929 - 5 Aug 1931)
(Cuba, 3-14 Jan, 22 Jan - 16 Mar, 22 Apr - 22 Jun, and
11 Oct 1961 - 1 Feb 1962)

WORLD WAR I VICTORY STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR
(West Indies, 6 Apr 1917 - 11 Nov 1918)

AMERICAN DEFENSE SERVICE STREAMER
(1 Feb - 7 Dec 1941)

ASTATIC-PACIFIC CAMPAIGN STREAMER WITH ONE SILVER AND ONE
BRONZE STAR
(Guadalcanal-Tulagi Landings, 7-9 Aug 1942)
(Capture and Defense of Guadalcanal, 10 Aug 1942 - 31 Jan
1943)
(Gilbert Islands Operation, 20-24 Nov 1943)
(Capture and Occupation of Saipan, 15 Jun - 24 Jul 1944)
(Capture and Occupation of Tinian, 24 Jul - 10 Aug 1944)
(Assault and Occupation of Okinawa Gunto, 1-10 Apr 1945)

WORLD WAR II VICTORY STREAMER
(7 Dec 1941 - 31 Dec 1946)

NAVY OCCUPATION SERVICE STREAMER WITH ASIA AND EUROPE CLASPS
(Asia, 23 Sep 1945 - 12 Jun 1946)
(Europe, 15 Jan - 5 Mar 1943 and various dates through
1950)

NATIONAL DEFENSE SERVICE STREAMER WITH ONE BRONZE STAR
(27 Jun 1950 - 27 Jul 1954)
( 1 Jan 1961 to date)
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ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY STREAMER WITH TWO BRONZE STARS
(Lebanon, 15 Jul - 13 Aug 1958)

(Cuba, 24 Oct - 12 Dec 1962)
(Dominican Republic, 1 - 29 May 1965)
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APPENDIX F

2d Marines Medal of Honor Recipients

Maj Randolph C. Berkeley 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico

Maj Smedley D. Butler 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico
Capt Eli T. Fryer 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico
Capt Walter N. Hill 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico
Capt John A. Hughes 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico

LtCol Wendell C. Neville 21-22 Apr 1914 Vera Cruz, Mexico

GySgt Daniel J. Daly 24 Oct 1915 Ft. Liberte, Haiti
lstLt Edward A. Ostermann 24 Oct 1915 Ft. Liberte, Héiti
Capt William P. Upshur 24 Oct 1915 Ft. Liberte, Haiti
lstLt William D. Hawkins 20-21 Nov 1943 Tafawa, Gilbert Is.
Col David M. Shoup 20-21 Nov 1943 Tarawa, Gilbert Is.
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